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20 January 2022 
 
Dear Home Secretary 
 
RE: Joint Thematic Inspection of the criminal justice journey for individuals with mental health 
needs. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this joint inspection. Suffolk Constabulary has 
provided an update on these recommendations, which is attached.  
 
The response from the Constabulary reflects the desire to provide appropriate support and 
assessment to those who enter the criminal justice system with mental health needs. It also 
recognises the need to record assessment information, audit processes and provide officers with 
sufficient training. 
 
Some of the issues outlined in the wider report, while not things that the police can resolve, would 
support the police in its role. Factors such as appropriate assessments by skilled mental health 
practitioners, the sharing of assessments by NHS Liaison and Diversion, the quality and timeliness of 
psychiatric reports to the judiciary, the provision of appropriate community mental health provision 
at point of need and provision of places of safety are issues which need to be addressed by wider 
system partners.  
 
Some of the recommendations are, rightly, to be considered through LCJBs. This will require mental 
health commissioners to be part of those discussions and needs to focus on the right operational 
information sharing and pathways between operational partners.  
 
While I will, as part of my oversight role, monitor the activity to respond to the police 
recommendations, and will take my part in LCJB discussions, the findings in this report present an 
excellent opportunity for the system (and national policy and resourcing) to respond more 
effectively to the need outlined (including appropriate levels of provision of local community based 
mental health services at the point of need). 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Tim Passmore, Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk 
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