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MID SUFFOLK PUBLIC MEETING 

A public meeting was held at the Limes Hotel, Needham Market on Wednesday 3 September 2014 at 

18:30 hrs.  

PRESENT: 

Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner 
Melissa Bryan (PA to the PCC), Kelly Cole (Administrative/Secretarial Assistant), Sandra Graffham 
(Communications Manager) and Tim Passmore (Police & Crime Commissioner). 
 
Suffolk Constabulary 
Douglas Paxton (Chief Constable), Inspector Tristan Pepper (Mid Suffolk, Local Policing Commander), 
Chief Inspector Jenny Powell (Strategic Policing Command West), David Skevington (Assistant Chief 
Constable). 
 

1.  POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER OVERVIEW 

1.1 The PCC welcomed 22 members of the public to the meeting and made  introductions. The 
 PCC gave a presentation on the key elements of his role and action taken over the past 
 year. A copy of the presentation slides will be attached to these notes for the record. 

2.  POLICING UPDATE 
 

2.2 Following an overview of the position across the county from the Chief Constable, Inspector 
 Tristan Pepper gave a presentation on policing in the Mid Suffolk area; a copy of their slides 
 will also be attached for the record. 
 
3. QUESTIONS/COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 Q: How are the Police dealing with serious sexual offences / grooming of young children    
 locally? 

3.1 The PCC advised that more money is being put into the Constabulary to deal with this 
 issue and confirmed that the priority for September is Serious Sexual Offences. The PCC
 expressed the hope that specialised resources will be available in all areas of the county  and 
 that the Constabulary are to be fully supported by the Criminal Justice System.  

3.2 The Chief Constable supported the response by the PCC and advised that he is confident 
 with the services provided in Suffolk. Suffolk Constabulary is committed to supporting young 
 people and building their confidence and trust. He explained that a child exploitation team 
 has been set up in Suffolk and multiagency information sharing is taking place in order to 
 monitor trends.  
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 Q: A query was raised over the use of percentages in performance reports.  

3.3 The PCC advised that data will be discussed at future Accountability and Performance Panel 
 meetings.  

 Q: A query was raised over blue light services in Suffolk. 

3.4 The PCC explained that he is convinced by joint functions which pool resources and provide 
 a much more effective service. There is a huge opportunity to work together in Suffolk and 
 he is striving for what is best within the Suffolk community. The PCC believes that Suffolk 
 leaders are required to make important decisions to move Suffolk forwards in blue light 
 collaboration.  

3.5 The Chief Constable praised the success of collaboration to date and advised that there are 
 currently a considerable number of projects ongoing within the Constabulary to enhance 
 and build upon what had already been achieved. 

 Q: How do you hear about these meetings other than the East Anglian Daily Times? 

3.6 The PCC confirmed that information on the public meetings is available through District and 
 Local Councillors, Safer Neighbourhood Teams, the PCC website, local publications and 
 displaying posters displayed throughout the districts. The PCC agreed to include Parish 
 Councils in future public meeting correspondence. 

 Q: Is there a law in place which covers the use of a mobile phone whilst horse riding? 

3.7 The Assistant Chief Constable advised that common sense must prevail over the use of a 
 mobile phone when in control of a horse on a public highway. He directed the audience to 
 visit an online discussion forum on this topic at www.horseandhound.co.uk  

 Q: Praise was given in terms of policing in the local area and in particular towards town 
 pastors. 

3.8 The PCC acknowledged the excellent work of the town pastors who help and show concern 
 to anyone who needs assistance when they are out on a Friday and Saturday between the 
 hours of 10.00pm – 4.00am.  

 Q: A concern was raised over cyclists racing down country lanes wearing earphones. 

3.9 The Chief Constable explained that with an increased number of cyclists on the roads, 
 education is the key in reducing the number of fatalities.  

3.10 The PCC advised that he sits on the Suffolk Roadsafe Board for which bridges the main   
 agencies together who are involved in road safety across the county. This includes the PCC, 
 Suffolk Constabulary, SCC, Suffolk Fire and Rescue, East of England Ambulance Service and 
 the Highways Agency. Suffolk Roadsafe Board is working to provide road safety advice for a 
 range of disciplines including cycling.  

 Q: A concern was raised over the theft of pedigree dogs. 

3.11 The PCC would like to see the introduction of micro chipping for all dogs and agreed to take 
 this point forward.  

 

http://www.horseandhound.co.uk/
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Q: A concern was raised over the number of drivers not using lights/side lights in poor 
visibility.  

3.12 The Chief Constable asked for the details to be provided once the meeting closes if this 
 relates to a specific route over a continued period which will then be actioned.  

 Q: Concerns were raised in relation to speeding on Hockey Hill, Wetheringsett. 

3.13 Inspector Pepper is to take concerns forward with SNT and suggested Community Speed 
 Watch. This scheme involves the community coming together to enforce the speed limit in 
 the local area using a speed gun which is run in conjunction with the Constabulary.  

 Q: A concern was raised over the amount of alcohol consumed within the extended 
 licencing hours resulting in ASB. 

3.14 The PCC explained the work which is being done to improve the night-time economy and 
 which is a priority in the Police & Crime Plan. The introduction of taxi marshals has proved 
 very successful in Ipswich and hopefully this scheme will be rolled out into other areas of the 
 region. Another scheme the PCC spoke about is Best Bar None. The aim is to reduce alcohol 
 related crime and disorder by building positive relationships between the public, police local 
 authorities and the licensed trade. This award scheme promotes responsible management 
 and operation of alcohol licensed premises. 

 Q: Is there any support for cannabis to be used for medicinal purposes? 

3.15 The PCC appreciates that the use of cannabis for medicinal use under prescribed 
 circumstances is an emotive and complex issue. However, cannabis is a Class B drug and the 
 PCC states that he does not condone people breaking the law. The PCC expressed concern 
 over the long term effects of cannabis. The PCC invited the questioner to attend a surgery 
 appointment for further discussion.  

3.16 The Chief Constable outlined the law in relation to possession, supply and production of 
 cannabis.  

 Q: One member of the audience queried the unfair trading by door to door salespeople.  

3.17 Inspector Pepper advised that the Pedlars Act 1871 is still in place and a Pedlars Certificate 
 can be obtained via your local Police Station. It is an offence for a pedlar to refuse, on 
 demand, to show the certificate to any person to whom a pedlar offers his goods for sale. 

3.18 The Chief Constable advised that any illegal door to door salespeople should be reported to 
 Trading Standards or to the police by telephoning 101. The essential advice offered is not to 
 purchase. 

 Q: A query was raised in connection with the number of rear entry burglaries on secure 
 premises. 

3.19 Inspector Pepper advised that Suffolk Police are working very hard to address this type of 
 crime and offered to provide crime prevention advice. 

3.20 Chief Inspector Powell will speak with the questioner at the end of the meeting and arrange 
 for the appropriate person to make contact. 
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 Q: A member of the audience praised the flashing speed checks which are taking place in 
 villages. 

3.21 The PCC advised that this is a joint initiative with the County Council.  

 Q: A query was raised over the use community resolution.  

3.22 The Chief Constable advised that community resolution is an innovative approach to dealing 
 with less serious crimes. A community resolution can only be issued after consulting with the 
 victim. This alternative enables the victim a quick resolution and closure of the crime. The 
 Chief Constable stated that this is not always an appropriate route but is proving very 
 successful.  

 Q: A concern was raised over a lack of visible police presence in the local area. 

3.23 Inspector Pepper advised that response officers and SNT officers patrol on foot in the 
 local area including the Needham Market car boot sale. He continued to advise that the 
 majority of cars are single crewed and where possible the officers are encouraged to patrol 
 on foot.  

3.24 The PCC supported the comments of Inspector Pepper and confirmed that Police are 
 patrolling in the local area.  

 Members of the audience gave their compliments to Suffolk Constabulary.  

 CLOSE 

 The PCC thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20:05 hrs.   

 

 
 


